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HFé. scoreboard

| finals at Moe on Saturday.
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10. 4 14. 7 19.11.125
on 2. 4 4. 7 510 5.12. 42

qul best: P. Quirk, | Twite. J. McNicholas, S. Mor-
Ross. H. Cropley. Goals: S. Dunkley 6.S. Hogan 2,
ngall 2, 1. Twite 2, H. Cropley 2. M. Ridgway, J.
. Morrison, P. and A. Ross .
jon best J. Albanese, R. Popplestone, P. Black, P
Hoeben. Goals: T. Beveridge 2, N. Wright, R
~P. Hall. Umpires: V. Vasillow - S. Nolan. Gale
‘fl'ufr-t:

RVES —

ul 4. O
tha 3. 1

By Neville McDonough

Warragul players waited for each other to come
onto the ground before bursting through their red
and black banner on Saturday.

And that’s how they played the LVFL grand final —
a closely knit team combination.

7.12 0.16. 70
8.5 9. 6. 60
gul best: M. Graham, W Naylor, G. Nott, G. Rowe,
rath Goals: B. Nott 2, C. Humphrey 2, S. Condon 2,
h. D. Gahan., B. McLean.

atha best: A. Howard, P. Pollon, D. Wigney, |
. T. Guinane, K. Fleming. Goals: B. Wigney 3, C
. Ronghead, M. Deenan. M. Roylance, P. Pollon,

6. 9 1
3. .2

Gull machine and Stephen
Hodge silenced the many
supporters who said that he
would never make a for-
ward.

He did.

In the grand final, Hodge O i = - .:
did not have a great deal of |
kicks, nor did he take The Gulls are well in Gahan. He has now] |
many marks but on heaps |front but the strain still coached the Gulls to two
of occasions, he brought JIshows on Warragul's premierships 10 years
the ball to the ground for |super coach Graeme apart.

the little players ofr
knocked it forward and

and Peter Bermingham
following a head on colli-
sion very early in the
game, Russell Northe took
the field.

Both Hoeben and the
talented Northe were
under an injury cloud and
were not selected in the 20
and there is no doubl thal
injuries weakened the

The game opened In a
scrambly fashion and it
took 10 minutes for the
first score to be recorded
— a goal to Simon Hogan
and this was followed by a
major to Stephen Dunkley
soon after.

Navies - T. Charles

5. 2 Tl 12.11 16.15.111
0. 6 3. 9 411 5.15. 45

J%cst ). Baryczka, B. Pendlebury, M. Lamb, B. Day,
Sley, D. Buntine Goals: M. Lamb 5, D. Mayman 2. R
id 2. N Whittaker 2, A. Johnslon, J. Baryczka, W.

srs B. Pendlebury, D. Anderson.

waell best: J. Marino, R, Catherwood, A. McDonald,

ruo, M. Rogers, M. Recco. Goals: R. Mayo 2, J.

. Waller, A. D . .
g gt Waller, 2 Mellonald suffered the severe misfor- Maroons cause, although

res: H. Maxwell - K. Blease. SR
ed tune of losing Neil Grigg this 18 not (o suggest that
ro R R R the result would have been

Traralgon started the
game with Rick Hoeben in
defence and when they

M

Im

veter Quirk is in front,
frhdy Morrison is falling
/ Ywind him and lan Dunn
Mat left — three Gulls

nd

)ainst one

Traralgon

lelward — in Saturday's

% TOTye| grand final.

g
.-':'

different had they been tre-
aled more kindly.

Traralgon lifted midway
through the first term but
missed some easy Shols
and the locals led by 14
points at quarter time.

It was all Warragul in the
second term and they had
what appeared to be a
match winning lead at half
lime. /

STRUGGLED

Howard Cropley goaled
straight after the start of
the third quarter and
although the Gulls strug-
gled for most of this term,
they had the maltch sealed
up at the last change with
three goals late in the
quarter.

An indicator of the high
level of fitness and keen-
ness of the Gulls was the

into the open.

This was his job — his
very purpose for being on
the forward line — and he
did it extremely well.

ADVANTAGE

Another advantage
which the Gulls enjoyed
over the finals was the
obvious preoccupation of
the opposition with players
such as Stephen Dunkley,
Trevor Smith and Robert
Ballingall.

Bach of these players was
playing so well that they
deserved the close atten-
tion they received but the
good news for the Gulls
was that while their oppo-
nents were concentrating
on one player, another
player, equally as damag-
ing, was left free to do his
job.

THE TEAM _

The Warragul side as it
actually lined the team up:

B: A. Nott, P. Risstrom,
I. Dunn. ;

HB: A. Morrison, F. De
Riter, P. Quirk.

C: 1.  Smith,. R.
Ballingall, P. Ross.

HF: S. Hogan, S.
Hodge, M. Ridgway.

F: H. Cropley,
Dunkley, M. Vick.

Rucks: ). McNicholas, L.
Twile.

Rover: A. Ross.

Interchange: T. Kilday,
C. Ayres.

This side  was virtually
tlhe same as that which
played in the other (wo
finals.

An interésting point con-
cerning placement of the
Warragul team during this

season has been that play-
ers have been selected o
play on players rather than
specific positions.

Peter Quirk and Sandy |
Morrison were magnificent |
in defence and they inili-]
ated a large percentage of |
the Gulls forward moves.

When big John|
McNicholas came to War-
ragul from Beaumaris al
the start of last season, he
was overweight and a mosl
unlikely prospecl.

How things
changed!

McNicholas has had a
greal season in what could
well be his last year with
the Gulls and his game
against the Maroons in the

have

Continued on page 42.)

way in which they finished
the game off, kicking five
goals to two behinds in the
final quarter.

[t was a great perfor-
mance by the Gulls and
many are hailing this team
as the best Warragul side
ever.

Such a statement 1s mere
conjecture but I think the
more realistic question is,
““What changes took place
within the Warragul side

ey ) . Y W which made them so domi-

_ 7 *’f S, Y 4 i e 4 n:—inl during the finals.”’
T A O s 7  seems to me that the
g j ;,},;:%j answer lies in (wo areas —
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D . | ; one is that Gahan all year

concentrated on a particu-
larl style of play which took
the side most of the season
to effectively implement.

The second area of
improvement was the
noticeable lift in the efforts
of several players over the
last few weeks.

Robert Ballingall came
good in put in three fine
games during the finals.
Simon Hogan relished the
shift from defence to
attack, Fred De Riter rose
from a battler to become a
very important cog in the

" Reserves firstleg of -a double

ind

34

ind
22

irk
and

ey only won by 10
ws (or 10 scoring shots)
rarely appeared in
ier of defeat.

in Singlines reserves

menced the day on the
g pd note lor the club and
Gough they won by only
as it poinls, never
hea:aled in danger
ed f€ Gulls got away o a
y]a! gOal lead at hall time
t orlhe Parrots came back
'h ghe third term and with
na[G‘?“.s appearing rattled
e § BIVINg away careless
ylayalties, Leongatha drew
indip [3 points at the last
ge.
\mifaun (Ion_don, who star-
Wee the previous week with
ket goals, goaled at the
ning of the final term (O
awe (he Gulls a good break
' Leongatha scored two

Is in as many minules

By Neville McDonough

lorjarragul reserves, coached by Alan
wgline, were the first leg of a club
26, 2miership double.

1o keep their hopes alive.
Brian McLean kicked
truly at the 23 minute mark
and although the green and
golds answered, the Gulls
held on to win by 10 points.
Mark Graham played one
of his best games of the
year — not only did he
control the rucks but he
took some handy marks.
Greg Rowe was a goer
and he played his usual
gutsy and persistenl game.

Geoff Nott used his
experience on a back flank
and was rarely beaten and
Wayne Naylor was very
reliable in defence.

Naylor has had an excel-
lent season and being able
lo play equally well either
in the centre or a back
pocket has added to the
flexibility of the side.

Glen Moyle marked well
and kicked long and
tackled with vigor and Paul
McGrath was as ever,
reliable. :
Reserves side as Il
actually lined up:

B: W. Naylor, S,
Johnson, D. Gahan.

HB: T. Ollington, P,
McGrath, G. Notl.

C: M. Ballingall, C.
Humphrey, P. Smith.
HF: B, McLean, G.
Davine, G. Moyle.

F: R, Waters, S. Con-
don, B. Nolt

Rucks: M. Graham, R.
Weiderman. Rover: G.
Rowe.

Interchange: P. Gavin,
M. Blackwood, N. Byrne,
J. Rowe.

Players unavailable [or
selection for either side

‘included Adie Walers,

Peter Fusinato, Frank
Keily, Damien Hogan,
Ashley Clarkson, Peter De
Vries, and Herman
Luberink.

e Neville McDonough
has completed six
years as our Warragul
football writer. We con-
gratulate Neville for his
loyal efforts and also
getting a plece of the 4/
1 the double on offer on
Saturday! — Sports
Editor.

Photos

courtesy
L.V.

Express

Latrobe Valley VCFL
District Director Mr Jaok

Huxtable congratulales
big Warragul follower
John McNicholas, reci-
pient of the Stan Aitken
Memorial Medal for best
afield in the LVFL grand
final, on Saturday.
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